
BENZIE COUNTY BUILDING AUTHORITY 

September 28, 2016 

 
The Benzie County Building Authority met on Wednesday, September 28, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Government Center, 448 Court Place, Beulah, Michigan. 
 
Chair Tom Longanbach called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Members Present: Tom Longanbach, Marcia Stobie 
Ex Officio: Michelle Thompson and Dawn Olney 
Others: Mike Comstock; Tom Comstock; Ed Roy 
 
Agenda:  Motion by Longanbach, seconded by Stobie, to approve the agenda as amended, to add 
DHHS Acceptance of the New Facility as 9A.  Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie   Nays:  None   Motion 
carried.  
 
Minutes: Motion by Stobie, seconded by Longanbach, to approve the regular session minutes of 
August 24, 2016 as corrected, by correcting the spelling of Ed Hale’s name.  Ayes:  Longanbach and 
Stobie.   Nays: None   Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence:   
Stu Pettitt email update dated 9/12/2016:  Chairman Longanbach read the email into the record 
regarding Federal certification.  (Copy attached) 
 
Kathy Dube email update dated 9/23/2016:  was read regarding licensing and waiver.  She will send 
the license when she receives it.  (Copy attached) 
 
Financial Report:  Michelle Thompson, County Treasurer, provided the report and stated that there is 
just over $216,000 remaining in the bond proceeds fund (412); 412 is the project fund that we are 
spending money from and 312 is the debt fund where the millage money comes into; she stated that 
funds can be transferred to the 412 fund from the 312 fund; the bond for 2016 has been paid out of 
the 312 fund; 2029 is the length of the bond. 
 
Motion by Stobie, seconded by Longanbach, to accept the Financial Report for the period ending 
9/30/2016 as presented.  Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie   Nays:  None   Motion carried.   
 
PUBLIC INPUT – None  
 
Payment of bills: 
Motion by Stobie, seconded by Longanbach, to approve payment in the amount of $7,640.37 to 
Comstock Construction as requested.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie    Nays:  None    
Motion carried.   
 
Motion by Longanbach, seconded by Stobie, to approve payment in the amount of $2,340.00 to Kuhn 
Rogers, PLC for legal services as requested.  Roll call.  Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie   Nays:  None   
Motion carried. 
 



BUILDING AUTHORITY 
September 28, 2016 
Page 2 of 4 
 
Motion by Stobie, seconded by Longanbach, to approve payment in the amount of $1,050.00 to 
Straub Pettitt Yaste as requested.  Roll call   Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie   Nays: None   Motion 
carried. 
 
Other Business:   
DHHS Acceptance of New Facility:  Tom Hart, Chairman of the DHHS Board stated that he has no 
confidence that CMS will not grant a waiver; he also has no confidence that the rules won’t change 
and that we would be forced to replace the roof.  This is a reluctance that the board doesn’t want to 
take; there is the financial component as well.  That is why we are reluctant to take a building that 
requires a waiver.  The county dug this hole, not the Maples – it is the county’s responsibility to make 
this right and if that takes a guarantee to fund the roof and the placement of the residents.  You owe it 
to the people to address this and make it a complete building. 
Is it legal for us to not accept the building?  I don’t know 
Is it moral for us to?  Yes, it is the right thing to do. 
The Building Authority and the County that need to provide us this life line.  It is the county 
government’s job to provide us this safety net. 
Tom Longanbach agrees with you.  It is the Building Authority building until the 2029 bond payment 
is made; at that time it reverts back to the county.   
We need some assurances.  We can’t have the uncertainty; we also need logistical support for the 
residents if they are displaced; we want the best guarantee we can receive – that is not unreasonable. 
Marcia Stobie says thank you – that was a much better explanation than I’ve read in the paper. 
Tom Hart stated that there are solutions for everything; there is nothing that can’t be fixed. 
Marcia Stobie said I believe that, unfortunately, answers are coming slowly and it is a process; we 
aren’t done with the process and we still have work to do.   
 
EPS Service Contract:  A paragraph will be added regarding closure once the DHHS board receiving 
occupancy from the State of Michigan, and it would be the Maples’ responsibility to pick up 
payments after that.  
Motion by Longanbach, seconded by Stobie, to approve the EPS Service contract as amended.  Roll 
call.  Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie    Nays:  None    Motion carried. 
 
MA Engineering – Emergency Generator Load Analysis $2,500.00:  Tom Longanbach stated he 
believes this item should be put on hold until summer when it can be tested then. 
Dave Burley stated that there was an engineering study done on this and it has been paid for; already 
done the analysis, why double pay?  Do it now.   
Tom Longanbach stated that the generator was engineered for certain things. 
Kathy Dube says she is with Dave – how can you do a study when no one is in the building yet.   
 
Motion by Longanbach, seconded by Stobie, to not accept or pay the $2,500.00 to MA Engineering 
for emergency generator load analysis.   Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie   Nays:  None   Motion 
carried.  
  
Change Order:  #23 – Four Nurse Call Stations $3,328.00.  No action. 
 
Comstock Update:   The remote generator annunciator is complete and additional fire alarm panels; 
everything else from Ed Hale’s list is done.   
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Marcia inquired about the seeding – she stated there are several washouts toward the back with some 
undermining of the drive at the back. 
Tom Comstock stated he has talked with Dave about it and is going over there today to look at it; 
someone clipped off one of the sprinkler heads too. 
 
Edmund London Associates Update:   No one was present.   
 
Attorney Update, Ed Roy:  Thank you to the Board of Commissioners, DHHS Board and those 
present today.  There are a couple of important steps: 
1-Mediation:  Mr. Stoner represents the architect; mediation is mandated by the contact and no way 
to opt out; he would like this board to authorize a formal demand to the American Arbitration 
Association.   
Motion by Longanbach, seconded by Stobie that if by October 10, 2016, an agreement is not reached 
to proceed with mediation pursuant to a written agreement, to authorize Mr. Roy to send a formal 
letter to the American Arbitration Association.      Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie   Nays:  None   
Motion carried. 
 
2—Tom’s very heart-felt and pointed request today that someone do something to help the facility in 
the future if a roof replacement is required.   The Building Authority made some comments today that 
may or may not be supported by any legal obligation or contractual obligation, between the BA and 
DHHS board.  The very preliminary review is that this may be between the County and the DHHS 
board; the DHHS board has no legal right to refuse to place residents in the facility.  So to the extent 
that Board said we aren’t moving people in, it’s not the BA responsibility; it is a BOC and DHHS 
board issue.  To that end, just like recommended to the board that Mr. Girard provides legal analysis 
supporting the DHHS board not moving them in.  Let’s move this positively, get it into the right 
realm.  Let’s get down the right track to get those people into the building.  Assuming the license is 
receive tomorrow, can you move the people on the third day?  We will continue to be good partners 
in this process.  Let’s get the people in before Christmas. 
 
Marcia:  You have not heard back from Mr. Stone?  He proposed 3 Ed proposed 1.  Ed suggested 
they each choose one and they would choose the third.   
Has the license arrived yet?  Not yet.   Kathy Dube says it is being processes and should be effective 
September 1.   
Mr. Roy will get Mr. Figura a letter of where we are, copy BOC and copy Mitch.   
Tom Longanbach stated he has a real problem with them tying the certificate with the old building. 
 
Kathy Dube stated that she has Ed Hale’s report.  The facility has not been cleaned, shelves were 
stocked but not now; we need a plan to move – we can’t just do it. 
Mr. Roy askes what is the time frame.   
Kathy said there is a road map just no time frames for it.  She said there will be no move until she has 
the approval of her board. 
 
9:24 a.m.  Public Input 
Lisa Vogler, Taxpayers for the Maples, there are some harsh reality and facts that were mentioned 
here; $340,000 for chairs and desk, refrigerators and televisions with warranties that have now 
expired; it just piles up; to the DHHS board you are being asked to have the confidence and line of 
communications with the BA and the BOC have left you out; now you have to trust them because 
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you have no standing to take action against them; you are completely dependent on them; are you 
going to trust them – you have to decide.  The hardship waiver – it is not if it is when; what qualifies 
for a hardship, what is the criteria.  The 16 beds that were so greatly talked about; now this authority 
said until 2029 we hold the purse strings.  There is lack of leadership from the BA and the BOC. 
 
Thelma Rider-Novak, Frankfort, says thank you to Tom Hart for his understanding and she backs him 
100%; wish he were on this board; what we have are one attorney fighting another attorney and the 
taxpayer money going out again, who is paying for this; the money is coming not only from 
taxpayers, it’s the residents with Medicare and Medicaid or private payments – you are on the hook, 
not the BOC responsibility.   
 
Donna Stier, Director of Nursing, stated that the Building Authority has a very difficult position; you 
need to work together and quit laying blame on everybody; think of the residents; we need to come 
together as a county not against each other and do what we need to get the people in the building. 
 
Dave Burley, Director of Environmental Services, wants to revisit Change Order #23 – those are 
roughed in already when the building was constructed; the need the four heads put on. 
9:39 a.m.  Public Input Closed 
 
Tom Longanbach needs clarification – are we pushing the waiver issue down the road 15 -16 months.  
Ed Roy says possibly – Kathy Dube has been advised by Ed Hale that the building will be cited in 15 
– 18 months, the prediction will trigger the application for the waiver would be submitted; or will not 
be cited and there is no waiver. 
Marcia asks Kathy Dube is there insurance on the building yet?  No – MMRMA backed off the 
statement of no coverage for roof; not an issue now.   
 
Next meeting:  
Regular meeting, Wednesday, October 26, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. at the Government Center. 
 
Motion by Longanbach, seconded by Stobie, to adjourn at 9:45 a.m.   Ayes:  Longanbach and Stobie    
Nays:  None    Motion carried.   
 
 
 
Dawn Olney, Benzie County Clerk 
Recording Secretary to the Building Authority 


